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CALENDAR 

Wed 2 August Preps – St John’s Visit (no cost) 

Fri 4 August Crazy Hair Day – gold coin donation 

Mon 7 August Preps – Fire Brigade visit (no cost) 

Tues 8 August School Council Meeting 

Mon 14 August Curriculum Day – no school for students 

Mon 14 August Parent Night with Andrew Fuller 
 Unlocking Your Child’s Genius (no cost) 

See article in this edition 

Wed 16 August Preps – Police visit (no cost) 

Fri 18 August Disco Bingo – see article in this edition 

Tues 22 August Whole school – Author Visit (no cost) 

Thurs 24 August Book Character Parade 9.10am 

Fri 1 Sept Fathers’ Day Stall 

Mon 4 Sept Gr. 1/2 Excursion – Museum  

Tues 5 Sept Gr. 1/2 Excursion – Museum  

Wed 6 Sept Preps- Pet Education (no cost) 

Tues 12 Sept School Council Meeting 

Fri 15 Sept Gr. 5/6 Trade Fair 

Fri 22 Sept End of Term - 2.30 Dismissal 

  

 

Unlocking Your Child’s Genius 
Monday 14th August 

7.00PM TO 8.30PM 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARENT INFORMATION SESSION 

WITH ANDREW FULLER 
No cost to GVPS parents 

 

REGISTER NOW 
Return the form sent home last week 

or 
Phone the office 9338 6083 

 
Topics Include; 

Learning from Mistakes Developing Concentration 
Stretching Ideas Decision Making 

 
 

 
 

 

Safety Information from the Preps – Car Restraints 

As part of their unit on safety, our Prep students had a visit from the 
RACV this week. The Preps have asked that we include the 
following information in the newsletter this week; 
∆ Children are always safer in the back seat of the car (up to 12 years) 
∆ Child restraints need to be installed correctly to work effectively 
∆ Children should be encouraged to sit correctly in their car seat and not 
rest any part of their body where an air bag is located 
 
For expert advice about restraints contact; 
Kidsafevic.com.au – 9036 2306 
Vicroads.vic.gov.au – 13 11 761 
Racv.com.au/childrestraints – 1800 134 126 
 

 
 

 

Information from Hume City Council – Coolaroo Fire 

As you may be aware, last week a fire broke out 
at a recycling plant in Coolaroo. The fire is 
currently under control and Hume City Council, 
along with other agencies are now working to 
manage pollution in Merlynston Creek and the 
lake at Jack Roper Reserve. 

 

All contact with water in the Merlyston Creek or in the Jack Roper 
Reserve Lake should be avoided due to potential health risks from 
E. Coli – a form of bacteria – as levels in these areas have been 
recorded above acceptable limits. 
 

People should obey the water quality signs erected at the reserve 
and should avoid fishing in the creek or lake until further information 
is available.  
 

Dead fish may be visible in nearby waterways due to low oxygen 
levels in the water. Water authorities are pumping the waterways to 
bring the levels back to an acceptable level.  
 

Hume City Council will continue ongoing management of the lake at 
Jack Roper Reserve.  
 

We will continue to work with relevant agencies to monitor the 
condition of the creek to ensure impact on the community and the 
environment is minimised. 
 

Please contact Hume City Council Customer Service on (03) 9205 
2200 if you have any enquiries.  
 

Student Attitudes to School 

Each year, students in years 
five and six have the 
opportunity to tell us their 
thoughts about school through 
the Education Department’s 
Student Attitudes to School 
Survey. This year, students in 
year four completed the online 
survey for the first time. 

 

Our results arrived late last week and work has begun to analyse 
the data. Overall, the data is very positive, with the following areas 
identified as strengths; 
Effective teaching time Differentiated learning challenge 
High expectations for success Self-regulation and goal setting 
Attitudes to attendance Sense of inclusion 
Advocate at school  

 

Data for our year four students was particularly high, with the results 
for all 18 categories above the state average. For year six, the 
results were above or within 5% of the state average for 15 of the 
18 categories. However, the year five results were not as positive 
with the school result above or within 5% of the state average in only 
4 of the 18 areas. This will be a priority area for further investigation 
and action over the second half of the year. 
 
 

Arrival of the Green Minions 
 

We have our own Green Minions! With 

construction materials being stored on site 

for the time being, we thought we might as 

well make the most of it! 
 

 
 



Book Week - Character Parade – Thursday 24th August 

 

Our Book Week Parade will be held on Thursday 24th 
August at 9.10am in the gym. Students are encouraged to 
dress up as their favourite book character for this event. 
 

While this is an exciting event for the children, we 
understand that creating a costume isn’t always such an 
exciting time for parents. 

 

To assist we offer this advice; 
∆ keep it simple and use what you have at home 
∆ negotiate a favourite character if the real favourite is too difficult 
∆ visit Op Shops to find inexpensive items 
∆ include props–a wand, frying pan or a copy of the book  
∆ use Google/Pinterest  
∆ involve your child in the making of the costume 
∆ develop a family theme  
 

Parents and family members are invited to watch the 
parade, and are welcome to come in costume. 
 
 

School Motto 

This week, with the newsletter you will 
have received a letter from the School 
Council Working Party-Branding, 
regarding our school motto. The 
working party is committed to gathering 
as much information as possible to guide their decisions and ask 
that you provide feedback and return the letter by Wednesday 2nd 
August. 
 

Research and discussions are continuing regarding uniform and the 
logo, and opportunities for further community input will be provided 
prior to any decisions being made. 
 

 

  
FRIDAY 4 AUGUST 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL FUNDRAISING EVENT 
FOR 

CYSTIC FIBROSIS 
Students can go ‘crazy’ with their hair for the day. 

GOLD COIN DONATION 
 

Please: 
No spray cans are to come to school to share with others 
Hair styles should allow the child to still participate in learning 

 

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN 
 
If you can please; 
∆ shop at Woolies 
∆ collect the stickers 
∆ encourage family and friends to collect for you 
∆ return completed sheets to the school office 
 

DISCO BINGO 
Friday 18th August 

 
Tickets at $10 per head 

Tables of 10 
 

Contact Kerri Cliff or the school office for 
further information. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Creating Resilient Families (Part 1) 
Andrew Fuller 

Resilience is the happy knack of being able to bungy jump 
through life. When the inevitable pitfalls and setbacks of life 
occur, it is as if you have an elasticised rope around your middle 
that helps you to bounce back from hard times. 
 
Promote Belonging 
The sense of belonging we have is the strongest antidote we 
know of for self-harm, depression and drug abuse and it’s built 
on our 
sense of belonging. Children are most resilient when they have 
three types of belonging: 
1. A sense of being part of a family 
2. Having different friendships to belong to 
3. Having an adult outside their family who connects with them. 
 
Have some mooch time 
We live in a world that suffers from attention deficit disorder. We 
rush children from activity to activity, from lesson to lesson and 
from one organised event to another. Then we wonder why, 
when there is a lull that they say ”I’m bored”. Be a counter-
revolutionary. Find some time each week just to be at home 
without anything structured happening. Quiet times allow 
children to develop creativity and ingenuity. 
 
Over the next few weeks we will include some tips from Andrew 
Fuller in the newsletter (space permitting).We hope you enjoy 
reading his ideas. 
 

 
 
 

Notices distributed with today’s newsletter 

 
Grades 1 & 2: 
Melbourne Museum  
Excursion Notice 
 
 

 
Whole School:  School Motto Feedback 


