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UPCOMING DATES

Friday 16" May
Interschool Sport vs Gladstone Park — Away

Monday 19" May
EDUCATION WEEK

Wednesday 215t May
5/6 interrelate Incursion — Session 1

Thursday 22" May
Whole School open morning 9am-9:30am

Friday 23rd May
Interschool Sport vs Westmeadows — Home

Wednesday 28th May
5/6 interrelate Incursion — Session 2

Thursday 29th May
Parent Helper Session 3:45pm - 4:45pm

Friday 30th May
Interschool Sport vs Sirius College — Away

Wednesday 4" June May
5/6 interrelate Incursion — Session 3

Friday 6th June
Curriculum Day — No School for students

Monday 9th June
Kings Birthday — No School for students and staff

Wednesday 2" July
Meet the Teacher - student free day except for
appointment time

Thursday 26" June
5/6 interrelate Incursion —

At Gladstone Views Primary School our
Vision is to create the productive citizens
of the future.

Our mission is to partner with the
community to assist every student to
become literate, numerate, healthy and
socially responsible people in a caring,
safe, supportive, stimulating and
challenging environment.

We are proud of our Community School
values and expect all members of our
school community to be Respectful, Safe,
Kind and Continual Learners in their daily
lives.
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Dear GVPS Families,

| am pleased to report that Term 2 has started off with a wonderfully smooth, calm, and
positive atmosphere. Our students have returned with enthusiasm and are settling
beautifully into school routines. Despite a few absences around Easter Monday and
ANZAC Day, the start to this term has been strong and uplifting. It has been heartening to
see our school community come together in such a supportive and connected way.

A Look Back at Term 1

The end of Term 1 was a true highlight for our school. Our Athletics Day and House Sports
events were a huge success—full of team spirit, energy, and fun. We also held a special
end-of-term assembly, which brought us together to celebrate the incredible talents and
achievements of our students. These moments are what make GVPS such a vibrant and
joyful learning environment.

Lunchtime Clubs Are a Hit!

One of the standout features of Term 2 has been the launch of our lunchtime clubs. These
clubs have already become a favourite part of the day for many students! From Sports and
Soccer to Disco, Basketball, Mindfulness, Art, Knitting, and Library Club—there’s truly
something for everyone. It has been a joy to watch students explore new interests and
connect with peers in meaningful ways.

Welcome, Mr. Rex — Our New PE Teacher

We're excited to officially welcome Mr. Rex to the GVPS team in the Physical Education
role. He'’s already spoken highly of our amazing students and the positive, welcoming
atmosphere among staff. Mr. Rex has quickly become part of our strong and supportive
team culture, and we look forward to the energy and expertise he brings to our PE
program.

ANZAC Day Reflections

In Week 1, our students engaged in thoughtful and respectful learning around ANZAC Day,
honouring the service and sacrifice of Australians and New Zealanders. These reflective
moments help instil a strong sense of history, gratitude, and community spirit in our
students.




Education Week 2025: Celebration of Cultures

Victoria will celebrate Education Week from Monday 19 May to Friday 23 May, and this
year’'s theme—Celebration of Cultures—nhighlights the richness and diversity of our
school communities. At GVPS, we believe every child deserves a place to learn and thrive,
and we are proud to be a school where all students feel safe, seen, and valued.

Throughout the week, we’ll be celebrating the many cultures that make up our vibrant
community through a range of classroom activities, shared stories, and inclusive events.
Two key highlights of the week include:

« National Simultaneous Storytime — Join us on Wednesday 21 May at 12:00pm
as our school participates in this nationwide event where students across Australia
read the same book at the same time, celebrating literacy and the joy of storytelling.

Open Morning at GVPS — We warmly invite families to visit our classrooms on
Thursday 22 May from 9:00-9:30 am. This is a wonderful opportunity to see the
learning in action, connect with staff, and experience the inclusive culture that makes
GVPS such a special place to be.

Stay tuned for more information on additional activities throughout Education Week. We
look forward to celebrating with you and showcasing the beautiful diversity that strengthens
our school community.

Celebrating Our Education Support Staff — Wednesday, 14 May

As part of recognising all those who help our school thrive, we will be celebrating our
incredible Education Support (ES) Team on Wednesday, 14 May. The contribution of ES
staff cannot be overstated—our teachers consistently express their appreciation for the
essential support they provide every day. From office staff and maintenance personnel to
library assistants, classroom aides, science and food service staff, and allied health
professionals—our ES team plays a vital role in every part of school life. Their support of
both teachers and students is truly immeasurable, and we are excited to acknowledge and
thank them for their hard work, care, and dedication.




Exciting Visit from the Minister for Education

We were thrilled to welcome the Hon. Ben Carroll, Minister for Education and Deputy
Premier, to GVPS on Wednesday, May 7. During his visit, Minister Carroll officially
launched our school’s participation in the Glasses for Kids program—an incredible
opportunity for our students. His visit was also a wonderful chance to showcase our school
and discuss the potential for future enhancements to our grounds and facilities.

Principal Conferences

Looking ahead, Mrs Mim and | will be attending the Principal's Conference in Week 4 (May
14-16) to collaborate with other school leaders and explore the latest educational research.
Additionally, the State-Wide Principal Conference will take place in Week 7 (June 3-4),
offering further professional development opportunities to support our school’s continuous
growth.

Improvements Around Our School

Over the holiday break, we completed several grounds maintenance projects:
Installation of new basketball rings and backboards
Repairs to goal posts and new protective padding

A new step near the oval for safer access for our Year 3/4 students

New display boards around the school—soon to be filled with student artwork!




Celebrating Mother's Day

We were excited to celebrate Mother's Day with two special events:

« Mother’s Day Card-Making Session — Students got creative and made heartfelt
cards.

« Mother’s Day Stall — A lovely selection of gifts was available for students to
purchase as a special surprise.

A big thank you to the Parents and Carers Association and our volunteers for organising
and running these wonderful events.




Student Voice Leaders & School Garden

Our Student Voice Leaders have begun their Term 2 project planning with Miss Meg,
including an upcoming fundraising initiative. We’re also proud to share that our school
community garden continues to flourish—I had the pleasure of tasting some delicious
silver beet and corn harvested by our students!

Important Dates:

e Curriculum Day — Friday, June 6 (No students at school)

Open Morning at GVPS — Thursday 22 May from 9:00-9:30 am.

Parent-Teacher Interviews (Student-Led Conferences) — Wednesday, July 2
(Altered attendance day)

Principal Leave — | will be on long service leave from June 16 to July 4. During this
time, Mrs Mim will step into the role of Acting Principal. We will also appoint an Acting
Assistant Principal and fill other roles internally to ensure smooth operations.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support and involvement. It is a privilege to work
in such a connected and caring school community.

Warm regards,

Mr Alex

Principal

Gladstone Views Primary School




School Council Update

Excursions & Activities
« Upcoming events:

Year 5/6 Winter Sports ($32)
District Cross Country ($14) — 1 May

Year 3/4 Library Visits

Year 5/6 Camp (8-10 Sept, approx. $450, $50 deposit)

« Profit/loss summaries for excursions and interschool sport were reviewed and
approved.

School Improvements & Facilities

« Donation from Hume City Council for the swimming program, valued at $463.35,
includes family swim passes and a gym membership.

« Ongoing improvements include:
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New basketball backboards and goal post padding

Tree pruning ($4,500), termite inspection ($990), and drain/gutter
maintenance

Freezer replacement for canteen due by 30 April (slushies paused for Terms
2 & 3)




Policy Approvals & Reports
« The 2024 Annual Report was approved and tabled.

« Multiple policy reviews were tabled and approved, including:

o First Aid, Health Care Needs, Medication, Communication, Child Safety Code
of Conduct, and Photography Consent.

Specialist Events
« Look out for exciting events this year:

o Art Show —Week 11, Term 2
o End of Year Concert — Week 10, Term 4

o ltalian Day & PE Day (dates TBC)

Kindergarten Update
Kindergarten onsite delivery date: 14 November 2025

Car park to be completed by Feb 2026
Tender process underway. EOI for 2026 enrolments now open via website

Gladstone Views Primary School Kindergarten (interim name) |
schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au

Some planter box timber to be reused in the build.

Outside Hours School Care (OHSC)

« New email contact established for OHSC communication.

« Positive feedback from the recent holiday program—Ilonger hours and enjoyable
activities noted.

Warm regards,
Gladstone Views Primary School Council



https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/gladstone-views-primary-school-kindergarten-interim-name
https://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/gladstone-views-primary-school-kindergarten-interim-name
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTIVE KIDS

For children and young people, being active every day has many social, emotional, intellectual and
health benefits, including:

-
/-\\\ Well-Being Corner with Mrs.

® a chance to have fun with friends and family
e reduced antisocial behaviour
stronger cooperation and teamwork skills
better self-esteem and confidence
lower anxiety and stress
better concentration
healthy growth and development
strong muscles and bones
improved fitness, including coordination and movement skills
lower risk of disease

lower risk of unhealthy weight gain.

All children and young people should get the right mix of physical activity, inactivity and sleep in each
24-hour period.

Light physical activity Moderate to vigorous physical activity

We recommend children and young people do at least 60 minutes each day of moderate to vigorous
Children and young people should also do several hours of various light physical activities each day. physical activity that makes the heart beat faster. More is better.

These can include:
It doesn’t have to be a full 60 minutes at once - several shorter sessions through the day work too.

¢ walking to school At least 3 days per week, children and young people should incorporate vigorous activities and
activities that strengthen muscle and bone in the 60 minutes.

¢ walking the dog

. I These activities don't have to be organised or formal, and can include:
® going to the park with friends
* helping around the house » :’°:’:: ,
asketbal
 playing handball. netball
bike riding

scooter riding

Limiting time sitting

swimming

Limiting the time spent sitting or lying down (sedentary behaviour) - especially in front of screens — dancing.

helps children grow and develop good habits for life.

Long periods of sitting can lessen the benefits of being physically active. So, it's important to break these

up as often as possible.
Role modelling

Screen time during childhood can have long-term impacts on a child’s development. For children . s t t f
and young people, we recommend no more than 2 hours of sedentary recreational screen time IS |mp°r a.n or
per day. This does not include screen time needed for school work. encouraglng

« Healthy eating

Ensuring good sleep « Physical BT

Getting enough good-quality sleep is essential to healthy growth. We recommend that each night: - 2
Drinking water.

* children aged 5 to 13 years get 9 to 11 hours of uninterrupted sleep .
Staying vape &
* young people aged 14 to 17 years get 8 to 10 hours of uninterrupted sleep. smoke free

To establish and maintain healthy sleep patterns, we recommend: Healthy screen
use

o having a consistent bedtime and wake-up time
« avoiding screen time 1 hour before sleep

* keeping screens out of the bedroom.




SPECIAL EDITION

A Window into Our

Classrooms

THE YEAR 3/4 COHORT HAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY
DIVED INTO OUR NEW INQUIRY UNIT EXPLORING THE
FASCINATING WORLD OF LIVING AND NON-LIVING
THINGS. STUDENTS HAVE BEEN LEARNING HOW 70
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN LIVING AND NON-LIVING
BASED ON KEY CHARACTERISTICS SUCH AS GROWTH,
REPRODUCTION, AND THE NEED FOR NUTRIENTS

IN MATHEMATICS, WE HAVE LAUNCHED INTO A
MULTIPLICATION UNIT, WHERE STUDENTS ARE USING
ARRAYS TO VISUALLY REPRESENT MULTIPLICATION
PROBLEMS, CONNECTING THEIR UNDERSTANDING TO
REPEATED ADDITION AND EARLY DIVISION CONCEPTS

AN READING, OUR FOCUS HAS BEEN ON IDENTIFYING
NON-FICTION TEXT FEATURES AND LEARNING HOW
TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN FACTS AND OPINIONS.
THESE SKILLS ARE LAYING A STRONG FOUNDATION
AS WE PREPARE TO BEGIN INFORMATIVE WRITING
NEXT WEEK.
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WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FORWARD TO QUR
UPCOMING ANIMAL AND ENVIRONMENT ADAPTATION
INCURSION, WHERE WE WILL CONTINUE TO DEVELOP
AND DEEPEN OUR KNOWLEDGE AND
UNDERSTANDINGS OF HOW LIVING THINGS ADAPT TO

THEIR ENVIRONMENTS

IN NUMERACY, WE ARE CONTINUING TO STRENGTHEN
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF MULTIPLICATION BY LEARNING
TO MULTIPLY TWO-DIGIT NUMBERS BY TWO-DIGIT
NUMBERS. THIS WEEK, STUDENTS HAVE EXPLORED A
RANGE OF STRATEGIES INCLUDING THE DISTRIBUTIVE
PROPERTY, THE AREA MODEL, AND THE STANDARD
MULTIPLICATION ALGORITHM, THESE METHODS HELP
BUILD A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW
MULTIPLICATION WORKS AND SUPPORT STUDENTS IN
BECOMING MORE CONFIDENT PROBLEM-SOLVERS

\

DURING READING SESSIONS, STUDENTS ARE TAKING TURNS
LEADING GROUP DISCUSSIONS BY READING AND ANALYSING
SECTIONS OF TEXT USING VAR|OUS COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES IT'S BEEN FANTASTIC TO SEE STUDENTS
SECOMING MORE CONFIDENT IN EXPRESSING THEIR
OPINIONS, JUSTIFYING THEIR THINKING, BLILDING ON THE
IDEAS OF THEIR PEERS, AND ADJUSTING THEIR VIEWS WHEN
PRESENTED WITH NEW PERSPECTIVES. THESE SKILLS ARE
KEY TO DEVELOPING THOUGHTFUL, REFLECTIVE READERS

OUR YEAR 5/6 STUDENTS TOOK PART IN A REFLECTIVE
WRITING ACTIVITY, COMPOSING LETTERS FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF A SOLDVER AT WAR. THROUGH THIS,
STUDENTS GAINED A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
IMPORTANCE OF ANZAC DAY AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
HONOURING THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO MAVE SERVED
AND SACRIFICED FOR THE FREEDOMS WE ENJOY TODAY.
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IN PERFORMING ARTS, GRADES 3-6 ARE BEGINNING TO WORK ON THEIR
TERM PROJECTS!

1/2 PUPPET SHOW WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED IN WEEK 6
3/4 SHADOW PUPPET SHOW WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED IN WEEK 6
5/6 PICTURE STORY BOOK PROJECT WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED IN WEEK 8
FOUNDATION STUDENTS ARE CONTINUING TO EXPLORE AND STRENGTHEN
THEIR DRAMA SKILLS, PAYING PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO USE OF VOICE,
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS, AND BODY ACTIONS.




SPECIAL EDITION

A Window into Our

Classrooms
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FOUNDATION

YEAR 1/2

THIS WEEK, WE'VE HAD A FUN AND BUSY TIME
WITH LEARNING IN ALL AREAS! DON'T FORGET TO
CHECK YOUR CHILD'S BLUE SATCHEL EVERY NIGHT

FOR NEW LEARNING SHEETS AND NOTES.

IN LITERACY, WE'VE BEEN FOCUSING ON STAGE 2
LETTERS AND SOUNDS. THE STUDENTS ARE
PRACTICING BLENDING SOUNDS TO READ CVC
WORDS AND BREAKING UP SOUNDS TO WRITE
THEM. WE'RE ALSO WORKING ON UNDERSTANDING
TEXTS AND INTRODUCING NEW WORDS THROUGH
OUR READING ACTIVITIES. STUDENTS ARE
CURRENTLY BEING ASSESSED ON THEIR PROGRESS
WITH DECODABLE READERS, AND THEY NEED TO
KNOW HEART WORDS AND ANSWER QUESTIONS
TO MOVE ON TO THE NEXT LEVEL. THANKS AGAIN
TO FAMILIES FOR FILLING OUT THE READING LOGS
- YOUR SUPPORT IS MAKING A BIG DIFFERENCE!

IN MATHS, WE'VE BEEN USING POSITIONAL WORDS
TO TALK ABOUT WHERE THINGS ARE AND
STARTING TO UNDERSTAND PLACE VALUE. PLEASE
CONTINUE TO PRACTICE COUNTING FORWARD
AND BACKWARD TO 10 FROM ANY NUMBER WITH
YOUR CHILD AT HOME

FOR INQUIRY, WE'VE BEEN EXPLORING LIVING
THINGS, FOCUSING ON PLANTS AND ANIMALS AND
THEIR NEEDS. OUR PMP AND DEVELOPMENTAL
PLAY ACTIVITIES HAVE CONTINUED TO HELP
STUDENTS BUILD FRIENDSHIPS AND WORK
TOGETHER AS A TEAM, THANKS FOR ALL YOUR
SUPPORT - IT'S HELPING OUR STUDENTS GROW
AND SUCCEED!

WHAT A WONDERFUL START TO TERM 2 WE HAVE
HAD!

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET SEEN OUR INQUIRY
BELONGING BLANKETS ARE NOW COMPLETE AND ARE
UP IN OUR 1/2 CORRIDOR. WE ARE REALLY PROUD OF

HOW THESE TURNED OUT AFTER THE HARD WORK
QUR STUDENTS PUT IN TO DESIGNING THEIR
INDIVIDUAL PIECES OF FABRIC. THANK YOU AGAIN TO
OUR PARENT HELPERS WHO WERE ABLE TO PUT
THESE TOGETHER FOR US!

IN READING, WE'VE BEEN EXPLORING NON-FICTION
TEXTS, IDENTIFYING DIFFERENT FEATURES OF NON-
FICTION TEXTS AND THE PURPOSE OF THEM (TO
INFORM). PLEASE CONTINUE 7O ENSURE YOUR
CHILDREN ARE BRINGING THEIR READERS TO BE
CHANGED WEEKLY, AS WELL AS THEIR READING
LOGS FOR US TO CHECK. YOUR SUPPORT REALLY
HELPS MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND WE HAVE SEEN
HUGE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE STUDENTS READING!

IN WRITING, WE'VE STARTED WRITING INFORMATION
REPORTS ABOUT DIFFERENT ANIMALS, INCLUDING
THEIR HABITAT, CLASSIFICATION, FOOD THEY EAT,

AND INTERESTING FACTS.

IN MATHEMATICS, WE HAVE BEEN LEARNING
DIFFERENT ADDITION STRATEGIES, SUCH AS USING
THE DOUBLES STRATEGY AND CONSOLIDATING OUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PAIRS OF NUMBERS THAT GO

TOGETHER TO MAKE 10 AND 20,

IN INQUIRY, WE'VE STARTED OUR UNIT EXPLORING
THE QUESTION: "WHAT DO PLANTS AND ANIMALS
NEED TO LIVE?" WE'VE LOOKED AT THE BASIC NEEDS
THAT PLANTS AND ANIMALS NEED SUCH AS: AIR
FOOD, WATER AND SHELTER.




Select Entry Accelerated Learning (SEAL)

SEAL provides personalised teaching and learning through a program, across Years
7-9, that meets the needs of gifted and talented learners. The program provides
stimulating learning experiences that challenge, extend and develop the gifts and
talents of students by offering acceleration and enrichment. The SEAL program at
Pascoe Vale Girls College offers a faster paced curriculum with the opportunity to
study concepts in greater depth. There is an emphasis on higher order thinking and
learning skills. SEAL students are expected be part of the school's instrumental
music program including the orchestra in Years 7&8. In Year 10, SEAL students have
the opportunity to accelerate their studies further by completing two VCE subjects

earlier than their peers, which allows them to maximise their ATAR for tertiary entry.

How to apply?

Visit the school website www.pvge.vic.edu.au, click on the
Learning tab and then on SEAL. Students who wish to be
considered for this program are required to sit an entrance
test administered by Edutest (a fee applies). Registrations
can be made through the link on the website.

2026 applications close on Monday 18th August and testing
will be conducted at PVGC on Saturday 23rd August, 2025.
Information about the location, time and conditions of the

test will be emailed closer to the date.

For more information about the SEAL program at PVGC please contact

Dani Bedohazy, Assistant Principal, on 9306 2544 or bedepvgc.vic.edu.au




