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UPCOMING DATES At Gladstone Views Primary School our

Vision is to create the productive citizens
of the future.

Monday 26" May
el Sy ey el fesEma Our mission is to partner with the
Wednesday 28th May community to assist every student to
5/6 interrelate Incursion — session 2 become literate, numerate, hea|'[hy and
socially responsible people in a caring,
Thursday 29th May safe, supportive, stimulating and
challenging environment.

School Tour 4pm

Parent Helper Session 3:45pm - 4:45pm
Emergency Management Practice Drill

Friday 30th May We are proud of our Community School
Interschool Sport vs Siris College — Away values and expect all members of our
school community to be Respectful, Safe,
Wednesday 4" June

5/6 interrelate Incursion — session 3 Kind and Continual Learners in their daily
Divisional Cross Country lives.

Friday 6th June
Curriculum Day — no School

Monday 9th June
Kings Birthday — no School

Thursday 12th June
5/6 AFL Gala Day

Friday 13th June
Interschool Sport vs Aitken — Home

Friday 20™" June
Interschool Sport vs SOGS — Home

Thursday 26" June
1/2 Werribee Zoo Excursion

Friday 27t June
Semester 1 Reports released.

Wednesday 2" July
Meet the Teacher - student free day except for
appointment

Thursday 3 July

Whole School Athletics Day. e Y =
BE RESPECTFUL BEKIN BE ALEARNER
Friday 4th July

Last Day of Term 2 — add 2:30pm Finish

Tuesday 22 July
Term 3 Begins




Dear GVPS Community,

This week, we proudly celebrated Education Week 2025, an annual event that recognises
the importance of public education across Victoria.

In 2025, Education Week runs from Monday 19 May to Friday 23 May, and this year’s
theme, "Celebration of Cultures," highlights the rich diversity within our school
communities. It serves as a reminder that every child deserves a place where they feel
safe, valued, and welcomed.

Throughout the week, students, parents/carers, teachers, and school staff have come
together to acknowledge and embrace the many cultures that shape our learning
environment. A particular highlight was Thursday morning, when we welcomed families
into our classrooms to share in the learning, connection, and celebration of cultural identity
with your children.

We were also excited to take part in National Simultaneous Storytime on Wednesday 21
May at 12:00pm. This nationwide event brought students across Australia together to read
the same book at the same time, celebrating the joy of storytelling and the power of
literacy.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this week such a meaningful and joyful
experience. Your support helps foster the inclusive and vibrant community that makes
GVPS so special.

Celebrating Our Students' Success — NAPLAN 2025

We are proud to share some outstanding news from the 2025 NAPLAN results. The
preliminary data highlights the incredible growth and achievement of our students,
reflecting the hard work of both staff and students, as well as our ongoing commitment to
improving learning outcomes.

In Reading, we saw exceptional results:

o 57% of our Year 3 students and 66% of our Year 5 students achieved Strong or
Exceeding outcomes.

In Numeracy, we also saw strong performance:

o 34% of our Year 3 students and 45% of our Year 5 students demonstrated Strong
achievement.




These results are a testament to the consistent focus we have placed on building literacy
and numeracy skills through targeted strategies, high-quality teaching, and data-informed
practices. They reflect the dedication of our teaching staff and the enthusiasm of our
students in striving for excellence.

We are incredibly proud of these achievements, and we thank our teachers for their
unwavering support and belief in every learner’s potential. Results for other NAPLAN
subject areas will be shared as they become available.

National Sorry Day — 26 May

\WATIONALN “SORR

National Sorry Day is a time for all Australians to acknowledge the strength and resilience
of the Stolen Generations Survivors and to reflect on the lasting impact of past government
policies on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

This day holds deep significance for many First Nations communities and serves as a
powerful reminder of the importance of truth-telling, recognition, and healing. While Sorry
Day is especially meaningful for the Stolen Generations and their families, it is a day for all
Australians to come together, reflect, and commit to playing a part in our nation's healing
journey.

By listening, learning, and standing together, we can help build a more just, respectful, and
inclusive future for all.
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Exciting Visit from the Minister for Education GEI.AssﬁES
and Glasses for Kids Program FOR KIDS

We were thrilled to welcome the Hon. Ben Carroll, Minister for Education and Deputy
Premier, to GVPS on Wednesday, May 7. During his visit, Minister Carroll officially
launched our school’s participation in the Glasses for Kids program—an incredible
opportunity aimed at supporting student learning and wellbeing.

As part of the program, 90% of our students had their eyesight tested, and as a result, 30
students were identified as needing glasses. These students have now received free
glasses through the initiative, helping to ensure they can fully engage in their learning.

Minister Carroll’s visit was also a wonderful opportunity to showcase the fantastic work
happening at GVPS and to discuss the potential for future enhancements to our school
grounds and facilities.







Principal Conference Reflection

Mr Alex and Miss Mim attended the Network Principal Conference on 14th and 15 of May.
On Thursday, we participated in three impactful workshops as part of the Principal
Conference. The first was led by Bruce Armstrong, former Deputy Secretary of the
Department of Education, who guided us through a structured protocol for effective
problem-solving in schools. The second workshop delved into the neuroscience of
leading others through change, offering insights into how leaders can better support
their teams through transitions. The third workshop focused on establishing rhythms and
routines that create space for deep, meaningful work related to school improvement.

On Friday, we had the privilege of hearing from a powerful presenter representing Dolly’s
Dream—a movement created in memory of Dolly, who tragically lost her life as a result of
online bullying. The session centred on building school-wide capacity to implement
proactive strategies to reduce the prevalence of bullying. This message was especially
relevant for us at GVPS, where Kindness is one of our core school values and a focus for
our school community this term.

The presentation highlighted the important difference between bullying and unkind
behaviour:

« Bullying is repeated, intentional behaviour that causes harm and involves a power
imbalance.

« Unkind behaviour, while still hurtful, is typically isolated and not intended to
intimidate or exert control.

Understanding this distinction helps schools and families respond effectively and
consistently to different types of behaviour.

At GVPS, we promote the belief that every child should have a trusted adult they can
talk to if they are facing a challenge. We regularly remind our students:

"Talk to your trusted adult—even if it’s hard, even if your voice shakes."

We also talk to our students about the concept of bystanding. A bystander is someone
who witnesses bullying or unkind behaviour and does nothing. In contrast, an upstander is
someone who recognises that something is wrong and takes action—by calling it out,
supporting the person affected, or telling a trusted adult.

At GVPS, we applaud and celebrate upstanders—students who show courage and
kindness by standing up for others. These actions build a culture where everyone feels
safe, supported, and empowered to do the right thing.

The learning and inspiration from this conference reaffirm our ongoing commitment to
creating a safe, respectful, and inclusive environment for all.

We look forward to continuing this learning journey, with the State-Wide Principal
Conference taking place in Week 7 (June 3—4). This upcoming event will provide further




professional development opportunities to support our school’s ongoing growth and
improvement.

Supporting Children in the Prevention of Online Bullying

I'd like to remind our parents and carers that there are some excellent resources
available to help support your children in navigating the digital world safely and confidently.
Preventing online bullying starts with education, open conversations, and having access to
reliable information.

Here are three trusted sources we recommend:

1. eSafety Commissioner
The eSafety Commissioner offers a wealth of practical advice and tools for families
on how to keep children safe online.

. Dolly’s Dream — Parent Hub
Dolly’s Dream provides specific support for parents and carers through their Parent
Hub, with resources focused on preventing bullying and promoting kindness and
resilience.
Visit:_https://www.dollysdream.org.au/parent-hub

. Beacon App
The Beacon App is a personalised, one-stop-shop for reliable, up-to-date
information about the online world. It helps parents understand digital trends and
behaviours, and offers guidance to reduce risks associated with screen time and
online interaction.
Learn more:_https://beacon.thekids.org.au/
4. Here is also a direct link to Gladstone Views Primary School Bullying Prevention

Policy

We encourage all families to explore these resources and use them to start meaningful
conversations with your children. Together, we can empower our young people to be
respectful, kind, and safe online.

Regards,

Mr Alex Mowat
Principal



https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics
https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-topics
https://www.dollysdream.org.au/parent-hub
https://www.dollysdream.org.au/parent-hub
https://beacon.thekids.org.au/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AOH78KF-EjcgUk9PVA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AOH78KF-EjcgUk9PVA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AOH78KF-EjcgUk9PVA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AOH78KF-EjcgUk9PVA

Update on the GVPS Parents and Carers Association

Dear GVPS Community,

| would like to provide an update regarding the GVPS Parents and Carers Association
(P&CA).

Firstly, | want to extend my sincere thanks to Nichole Grabowski for her valuable
contributions in the role of Secretary. Nichole has played a key part in building a strong
sense of community through the GVPS P&CA, working under the Association’s
Constitution to support our students and families.

As Nichole has now stepped down from this role, and after careful consideration, the
current decision is for the GVPS P&CA to transition to inactive status rather than pursue a
formal dissolution. This approach allows the Association’s operations to be paused
indefinitely, without any further immediate action required. Should our school community
wish to re-establish the Association in the future, it can be reinstated without needing to
undergo the full formation process—provided the current constitution, as published by the
Secretary, is adopted.

| would also like to thank Shannon Elston, who has served as President during this
transition period. Her ongoing support of school events and fundraising efforts has been
greatly appreciated. | extend my gratitude as well to the entire team of dedicated parents
and carers who have volunteered their time and energy to support our students and school
community.

In the coming weeks, | will hold a virtual meeting with interested members of the school
community to discuss the transition and explore the future direction of parent and carer
engagement at GVPS. The meeting time will be advertised on COMPASS.

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to our school.

Warm regards,

Mr Alex and Shannon Elston

Looking Ahead: Key Dates and Events
As we look ahead, there are several important events coming up in our school calendar:

1. Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS)
The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual Department of Education initiative
that gathers student feedback about their learning environment and school
experiences. The survey will run from Monday 26 May to Friday 6 June. This
valuable data helps inform school planning and improvement efforts.




. Parent Helper Course — Session 2
Our second Parent Helper Session will take place on Thursday 29 May from
3:45pm to 4:45pm. This session provides parents and carers with strategies to
support learning in the classroom and build strong school partnerships.

. Emergency Management Drill - Lockdown Practice

As part of our annual Emergency Management Plan schedule, GVPS will be
conducting a lockdown practice drill on Thursday 29 May.

These drills are an important part of ensuring our students and staff are familiar with
safety procedures and know how to respond in the unlikely event of an emergency.
Please note this is a practice only, and no cause for concern. We appreciate your
support in helping us maintain a safe and prepared school environment.

. Curriculum Day — Friday 6 June
A reminder that Friday 6 June is a student-free Curriculum Day. Staff will be
participating in professional learning, and no students are required to attend
school on this day.

. School Council and Subcommittees

1. School Council Subcommittees will meet on Monday 17 June.

2. The School Council Meeting will take place on Tuesday 25 June.

. Semester 1 Student Reports released on COMPASS Friday 27 June.

. Parent-Teacher Interviews — Wednesday 2 July
Our Parent-Teacher Interviews will be held on Wednesday 2 July, between 11:15
am and 6:45pm. On this day, students only need to attend school for their
scheduled appointment. Booking details and further information will be
communicated via Compass in the coming weeks.

. Principal Leave — | will be on long service leave from June 16 to July 4. During this
time, Miss Mim will step into the role of Acting Principal. We will also appoint an
Acting Assistant Principal and fill other roles internally to ensure smooth operations.

Thank you for staying connected and engaged with our school community. We appreciate
your ongoing support.
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Kindness Focus — Let’s Keep It Going!

At the start of this term, we launched our focus on Kindness — and it’s been so heartwarming to
see so many students showing kindness in both big and small ways.

Remember all the important learning we did about kindness:

Kindness is free. ' \/

Kindness is contagious. - L
. | ‘

Kindness doesn’t hurt. \

Kindness makes others — and ourselves — feel good.
We’ve seen kindness in the classroom when students:

Offer to help a classmate who's stuck.

Use kind and respectful words.

Invite someone to join their group.
Celebrate each other’s efforts and successes.
Give a smile, a compliment, or just listen.

As we head into Week 6, we'll be inviting students to show us what kindness means to them and
displaying their thoughts and reflections on the values tree. We want everyone to think about
how you can demonstrate kindness through your actions, words, and choices — not just in the
classroom, but everywhere at school.

We encourage parents to talk with their children about what kindness looks like at home, at
school, and in the community — and celebrate the kind moments when they happen.

Let’s keep building a culture where kindness shines!
Mim Di Filippo

Assistant Principal




SPECIAL EDITION

A Window into Our

Classrooms

IN THE 3/4 COHORT. WE'VE HAD AN EXCITING FEw || OVER THE PAST FORTMIGHT, STUDENTS HAVE BEEN -
WEEKS OF LEARNING! IMMERSED IN RESEARCHING NATIVE AUSTRALIAN | =
’ ANIMALS AS PART OF OUR WRITING PROGRAM. THIS [\
N READING. STUDENTS HAYVE BEEN DEVELOPING RESEARCH IS FORMING THE BASIS FOR THEIR OWN
THEIE COMPREHENSION BY MAKING MEANINGFLUL IHFﬁrﬁlrﬁﬁ-ﬁi-ﬁ?;?:ﬂ?;i;:?;ﬂﬂ;:ﬂaﬂ
CONNECTIONS TO TEXTS, EXPLORING MEW WONDERFUL TO SEE THEIR ENTHUSIASM GROW AS
VOCABULARY, AND CONTINUING TO BUILD THEIR || THEY UNCOVER FASCINATING FACTS—MANY WERE
FLUENCY. IN MATHEMATICS, WE'VE LAUNCHED SURPRISED BY HOW MANY NATIVE AMIMALS THEY
QUR NEW UNIT ON FRACTIONS, WHERE STUDENTS HAD NEVER HEAED OF BEFORE! ALONGSIDE THIS,
ARE BEGINNING T UNDERSTAND PARTS OF A WEVE BEEN EXPLORING THE CLASSIFICATION OF
WHOLE USING SHAPES, COLLECTIONS, AND ANIMALS, LEARNING ABOUT THE DISTINCT
NUMEER LINES. IN WRITING, STUDENTS ARE CHARACTERISTICS THAT DEFINE EACH GROUP.
WORKING ON INFORMATIVE PIECES FOCUSED OM
\I AUSTRALIAN AMD ENDAMNGERED AMIMALS, WHICH [[IN MATHEMATICS, WEVE BEEN STRENGTHENING C.IL.IE:"
] THEY WILL BE FROUD TO PUELISH AND SHARE [N MULTIPLICATION SKILLS, FOCUSING ON STRATEGIES
THE NEAR FEATURE, OUR INQUIRY LEARNING HAS || FOR MULTIPLYING TWO-DHGIT NUMBERS BY TWO-
@ | 1150 TIED IN BEAUTIFULLY, AS WE BIVE INTO How| | 26T NUMBERS. STUDENTS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED
N MALS ADAPT To THER ENVIRONMENTS 10 TO A VARIETY OF METHODS INCLUDING THE [\,
SURVIVE AND THRIVE. WE HAD 50 MUCH FUN AT DISTRIBUTIVE PFEOFERTY, AREA MODEL [FICTURED),
OUR INCURSION LIéARNlhIG ALL ABOUT THE AMD THE TRADITIONAL ALGORITHM. THESE TOOLS
DIFFERENT ADAPTATIONS USED INCLUDING ARE HELPING TO DEEFEN THEIR UNDERSTAMDING
BEHAVIOURAL, SYSTEMS AND PHYSICAL! IT'S BEEN

AMD IMPROVE THEIR CONFIDENCE WHEN TACKLING
A FANTASTIC AND BUSY START T THE TERM!

MORE COMPLEX MULTIPLICATION PROSLEMS.
A e

GIVEN THE SUCCESS OF THE SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING PROGRAMME WITHIN TERM
1, | AM REALLY EXCITED ABOUT FURTHER DEVELOPING THE CHILDREN'S PERSONAL
WELLBEING SKILLS.
THE YEAR 1 STUDENTS WILL BE LEARNING ABOUT DIFFERENT RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN b
FAMILIES.

THE YEAR 34 STUDENTS WILL BE LEARNING ABOUT HOW INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS CAN AND | =
DO DIFFER, {"

THE ¥YEAR 5/& STUDENTS WILL BE LEARMING ABOUT APPRECIATING AMD DEMOMNSTRATING

SENSITIVITY TOWARDS INDIVIDUAL SOCIAL AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCES,
MANY OF OUR LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES WILL REQUIRE THE CHILDREN TO USE PAINT AND
GLUE ITT WOULD BE TERRIFIC IF THEY COULD PLEASE HAVE AN OLD SHIRT ON HAND TO
PROTECT THEIR UNIFORMS.
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A Window into Our
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YEAR 1/2

ITS BEEN AN EVENTFUL WEEE PACKED WITH
LEAENING AND FUN! REMEMBER TO CHECK
YOUR CHILD™S BLUE SATCHEL NIGHTLY FOR
UPDATES, NOTES AND IMPORTANT
INFORMATION.

IN LITERACY, WE'RE MASTERING STAGE 2
LETTERS AND SOUNDS, WITH A FOCUS ON "V,
¥, AND 'R,' PLUS BELENDING AND
SEGMENTING FOR CWC WORDS. WE'RE ALSO
BOOSTING COMPREHENSION THROUGH
READING. ASSESSMENTS ON DECODABLE
READERS ARE ONGOING, CHECEING HEART
WORD KNOWLEDGE AND COMPREHENSION. M
MATHS, WE'RE TACKLING NUMBER
PARTITIONING AND RECORDING ANSWERS TO
GRASP PLACE VALUE COMCEPTS. KEEP
PRACTICING COUNTING TO 10 FORWARDS
AND BACKWARDS AT HOME. FOR INQUIRY,
WE'RE EXPLORING HOW LIVING THINGS MEET
MEEDS, ESPECIALLY BEES' ROLE IN FOOD. PMP
AND DEVELOPMENTAL PLAY CONTINUE TO
BUILD TEAMWORE AND STRENGTHEM
FRIENDSHIFS. YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY
APPRECIATED IN HELPING OURE STUDENTS
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IT'S AM EXCITING TIME FULL OF LEARMING
AMD CREATIVITY — WE'RE SO PROUD OF ALL
THAT OUR STUDENTS ARE ACHIEVING!

IM LITERACY, WEYE EEEN DIVING INTO THE
WORLD OF NON-FICTION TEXTS, LEARNING
HOW TO SPOT EEY FEATURES AND
UNMDERSTAND THEIR PURPOSE. WE'WE ALSD
BEEM EXFLORING THE DIFFERENCES AND
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN FICTION AMND MOMN-
FICTION TEXTS ON THE SAME TOPICS = IT'S
SPARKED SOME GEEAT DISCUSSIOMNS!

IN WRITING, THE STUDENTS ARE PUTTING THE
FINISHING TOUCHES ON THEIR INFORMATICN
REFORTS. IT'S BEEN WONDERFUL TO SEE THEIR
RESEARCH SKILLS IN ACTION AS THEY
EXPLORED AND WROTE ABQUT THEIR CHOSEN
AMIMALS.

IN MATHEMATICS, WE'RE WRAPPING UP QUR
ADDITION UNIT AND HEADING INTO
SUETRACTION. WE WILL COMTINUE USING THE
SAME STRATEGIES (SUCH AS FRIENDS OF 10,
DOUBLES, NEAR DOUBLES AND BRIDGING TO 10}
S0 STUDENTS CAN MAKE CLEAR COMNECTIONS
BETWEEMN ADDITION AND SUBTEACTION,

IN INGUIRY, WE'VE BEEN LEARNING ABOUT THE
HEEDS OF DIFFERENT PETS. A HIGHLIGHT WaAS
GETTING CREATIVE AND MAKING OUR VERY
OWN CLAY PETS — THE STUDENTS ABSOLUTELY
LOVED IT, AND THE RESULTS WERE FANTASTIC!
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CHILDREN'S PUBLISHING

Gladstone Views

was one of 16,632 locations that shared a reading of
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 NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME

21 May 2025 | www.alia.org.au/nss | #librarystorytime




