19" December 2025

NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING DATES

Wednesday 28" January
Students Years 1-6 First day of school.

Wednesday 4" February
Foundation Students begin full time.

At Gladstone Views Primary School our
Vision is to create the productive citizens
of the future.

Our mission is to partner with the
community to assist every student to
become literate, numerate, healthy and
socially responsible people in a caring,
safe, supportive, stimulating and
challenging environment.

We are proud of our Community School
values and expect all members of our
school community to be Respectful, Safe,
Kind and Continual Learners in their daily
lives.

BEKIN BE ALEARNER




Principal’s Message

Dear GVPS Community,

Final Newsletter of 2025

As | write to you, | have had many conversations with families, and a common comment
has been, “Where has the year gone?” Equally, speaking with families of our graduating
students, it is remarkable to reflect on how quickly the seven years of primary schooling
have passed.

Last Wednesday, we celebrated our 2025 graduates, providing a wonderful opportunity for
them to reflect on their primary school journey and look forward to the next chapter
awaiting them.

It was also another fantastic night of celebration for the rest of the school at our annual
school concert, where students showcased their talents through performances spanning
the years of music.

A message of Thanks

To the 2025 Educational Team, | would like to sincerely thank you for all your efforts in
supporting the productive citizens of the future. Your dedication, passion, and commitment
to our students have made a lasting impact this year.

To our families, | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to those who have trusted us
with the care and education of their children. Your support, partnership, and trust mean
more than words can express. For some families, this year marks the end of your time at
Gladstone Views Primary School, and we wish you all the very best as you move into the
next stage of your journey. You will always remain part of our school community. To those
continuing with us, | look forward to working alongside you next year and beyond.

| would also like to extend my thanks to all those who have supported the school in so
many ways—through School Council, helping at events, volunteering your time, making
donations, and contributing behind the scenes. Your generosity and commitment
strengthen our school and enrich the experiences of our students. A special mention and
thank you to our School Councillors—Katie Lynch, Jacqui Murphy, Michelle Lewis,
Claire Miano, and Shannon Elston—for their unwavering support and dedication to the
school throughout the year.

To our students, at Gladstone Views, our values of Respect, Safety, Kindness, and
Continual Learning have guided you every step of the way. You have consistently
demonstrated these values—treating others with respect, caring for yourselves and one
another, showing kindness even when no one is watching, and embracing challenges as
opportunities to learn and grow.

| wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. The first day of 2026 will
begin on Wednesday, January 28, 2026.




2025 School Review Update

As you may be aware, our 4-year School Review took place in December this year. The
process provided an important opportunity to reflect on our achievements, teaching and
learning programs, leadership, and community engagement. It allows us to identify our
strengths, celebrate successes, and plan strategically for continued improvement, ensuring
we continue to provide the highest-quality learning experiences for our students.

The outcome of the review was extremely positive. The panel noted feedback from
families, teachers, education support staff, and students, highlighting the significant
transformation from the school’s position in 2022.

Some key highlights from the review included:

« Student wellbeing: the breadth of opportunities provided for our students in this
area was commended, and student data reflects the positive impact.

Reading: our new reading position in the classroom and the subsequent
improvement in student reading outcomes.

Staff culture and climate: the review recognised the positive and collaborative
culture among staff.

As with all reviews, areas for further development were also identified, including:
Improving student outcomes in mathematics.

Providing more opportunities for student voice.

Enhancing teacher understanding of student point of need to further leverage
student engagement.

A comprehensive report is currently being developed with the full review findings, which
| will share with the school community once it is finalised.




Confirmation of 2026 Curriculum Days and Altered
Attendance

| would like to confirm the 5 curriculum days and any days of altered attendance for our
students in 2026. This information is provided to help families plan ahead for the school
year.

Curriculum Day 1 (DET approved): 27th January 2026
Students commence: 28th January 2026

Meet the Teacher: 23rd February 2026

Curriculum Day 2: 20th March 2026

3-Way Conferences: Final week of Term 2 (exact dates TBA)
Curriculum Day 3: 13 July 2026

Curriculum Day 4 (Report Writing Day): 2nd November 2026
Curriculum Day 5 (2026 Planning): 18th December 2026

Update on wearable devices at GVPS.

Dear Families,

Thank you for your ongoing patience as we reviewed requests regarding wearable devices
in our school.

In line with Department expectations and our school practices, wearable devices (Smart
watches) are excluded from the mobile phone policy.

However, when such devices are brought to school, students must:
Have all notifications switched off during the school day.
Not use the device to send or receive messages or calls during the school day.
Not take photos, recordings, or use any feature that may compromise privacy.

Ensure the device supports a safe learning environment, free from distractions or
inappropriate use (including cyberbullying).

The school reserves the right to have any device switched off and securely stored, or to
request that it remain at home during school hours, if it is deemed that the student has
used their wearable device inappropriately.

If these conditions are breached, the school will enforce the policy in accordance with our
existing Student Engagement policies. Please also note that this exemption may be
subject to change if Department policy or local school policy is updated in the future.

We thank you for your continued understanding and for working with us collaboratively to
ensure that our learning environment remains safe and focused.




Workforce Update

We are delighted to welcome Ms Bali to our teaching team, joining the Year 5/6 team. Ms
Bali brings 14 years of teaching experience within our school network, with strong
expertise in teaching reading and a passion for mathematics. She has held a range of
teaching and leadership roles and is highly skilled in building positive relationships with
students. Ms Bali creates calm, consistent, and well-structured learning environments and
communicates effectively with families. As a parent of a child in Year 5/6, she brings
valuable insight into the needs of both students and families. We are thrilled to have her
join our community.

« Miss Caitlin Young, 5/6 teacher in 2026 - who is well known and respected by our
students, is joining the teaching team full-time. As a result, she will no longer be
working in OSHC, and we are currently advertising for her replacement.

Miss Caterina Nesic, 3/4 teacher in 2026 - joining us from Pascoe Vale North
Primary School, brings valuable experience to our classrooms.

Mrs Maria Mrden, our new Educational Support staff member, brings extensive
experience in supporting students.

We also congratulate Madeleine Jordan on her promotion to Learning Specialist at
Sunshine Harvester Primary School. Madeleine has been a valued leader and teacher
at GVPS, and while we are sad to see her go, we are proud of her achievement and wish
her every success.

Mrs Katie Keller has accepted a position closer to home within the Catholic Education
System. We thank Katie for her contributions to GVPS and wish her all the best.

Mrs Maria Vavarkis will be taking a year of leave from GVPS, and we wish her well
during this time.

Congratulations to Alannah Bottino, who has completed her teaching qualification while
working as Education Support at GVPS and will now be joining the system as a teacher.

Our 2026 workforce is now complete! Please see the following link to view our 2026
Educational Team, including their positions and roles.

2026 Class locations

As part of accommodating our Kindergarten students and ongoing construction, some
classrooms will be out of use at the start of 2026. The school has prepared a map showing
the location of all classrooms for 2026. The following link will take you directly to your
child’s classroom within the school.



https://www.gvps.vic.edu.au/page/162/Our-Team
https://www.gvps.vic.edu.au/page/162/Our-Team
https://www.gvps.vic.edu.au/source/GVPS%202026%20Room%20Plan.pdf

GVPS Kindergarten — Community Update

Benefits to Our Community
While there will be some temporary disruptions, this exciting project will bring lasting
benefits to our school community, including:

A new Foundation playground
A new car park and fencing
A new Indigenous artwork connecting the kindergarten and school

Integrated learning opportunities, allowing kindergarten students to experience school
life from the start

During construction, there will be increased traffic and heavy machinery on site. Traffic
management measures will be implemented to ensure the safety of students, pedestrians,
and road users.

The preparation of the land for the kindergarten is in full swing and will continue over the
holiday break. | have also received an artist’s impression of the playground design, which
looks fantastic.

| would like to thank the community for your flexibility with the changes, for adhering to our
safety rules, and for being considerate with parking at Ginifer Reserve. All of these
measures represent short-term challenges for the long-term benefit of our onsite
kindergarten.

| look forward to welcoming the 2026 kindergarten students to our school in the new year
at our temporary space while construction continues.
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Lunch Orders can be placed on the QKR App |cut-off 8:45am) or handwritten erders can be placed in students classroom lunch basket,

clearly marked with students name and class. Any orders placed after 9:30am, will be a plain sandwich only.
Frozen Treats (Excluding Slushies) ordered on OKR, will be sent to students classraom.

Sandwiches

{Whalemeal or White Bread; Fresh or Toasted)
\Vegemite

Homney

Cheese

Cheese and Vegemite

Cheese and Lettuce

Cheese and Tomato

Ham and Cheese

Ham, Cheese and Tomato

Tuna

Egg

Roast Chicken

Egg, Lettuce and Mayonaise

Roast Chicken, Lettuce and Mayonaise

Salad |Lettuce, Tomato, Cucumber, Carrot, Beetroot)

Salad Bowl
Salad Plate
Extras  Cheese 50.50
Ham 51.00
Egg 51.00

Roast Chicken 51.00
Sweet Chilli Tender  51.00
Tuna 51.50
Wraps 51.00
Dressings:  Mayonaise, French, Caesar
Snacks
Crackers
Delites [Sour Cream, Salt & Vinegar)
Banana Bread
Potato Chips - Red Rock Honey Soy, Sea Salt
Popcom - Cobs Sea Salt or Lighthy Sweet
Potato Chips - Red Rock Sweet Chilli

Frozen Treats

Zooper Doopers

Callipo

Icy Twwist

Paddlepop - Banana, Chocolate or Rainbow

Vanilla lce Cream

Lemon Sorbet

Twisted Frozen Yoghurt - Chocolate & Vanilla
- Strawberry & Vanilla
- Watermelon & Mango

Cyclone

Bulla Frozen Yoghurt - Strawberry or Mango

Slushie [Term 1 and 4 anly}

Hot Food

{H=Halal; V=Vegan; GF=Gluten Frea}

Chicken Breast Nugget [H)

Gluten Free Mugget [GF)

Steamed Dim Sim

Boiled Egg (H, GF)

Corn on the Cob (V. H, GF)

Party Pie

Meat Pie

Halal Pie (H)

Large Sausage Roll

Halal Sausage Roll [H)

Hot Dog (on own) |GF)

Hot Dog (in bread)

Hot Diog (in roll)

Pizza - Ham and Fineapple

Pizza - Margarita (H)

Lasagne

Macaroni and Cheesa

‘Vegetarian Empanada (V)

Sweet Potato Croquette (VW)

Vegetarian Spring Roll [V)

Cheasymite Scroll (puff pastry, vegemite and cheese)

Swaet Chilli Tender [om own)

Swaet Chilli Tender Wrap (with lettuce and mayonaise)
[add cucumber, tomato, carrot, beetroot, cheese - 0.50 each)
[add extra tender - $1.00)

Tomato Sauce
Soy Sawce

Fruit

Apple

Banana

Orange
Watermelon Sice
Grapes

Fruit Cup

Drinks

Water

Chocolate Gak [200ml}

Strawberry Oak (200ml)

Apple Juice (250ml)

Apple and Blackcurrent Juice (250ml}
Orange Juice [250mil)







Canteen

Thank you to our wonderful school community for supporting our school canteen throughout 2025.

It has been an extremely busy year, and | could not have managed without the help of our
amazing volunteers — Michelle L, Kylie S and Sylvia D. Your time, effort and support has been
greatly appreciated.

We still have a few outstanding accounts. If you have received a Compass message or phone call,
we kindly ask that you finalise payment via the QKR app (under Money Owing to Canteen) or at
the school office.

Looking ahead to 2026, we have had to apply a small price increase to selected items due to an
increase in supplier costs. A copy of the updated price list is attached and will come into effect on
28th January 2026.

We are looking for parent/carer volunteers to help out in our school canteen. If you have

a Working with Children Check and are willing to complete a short online food safety
course, we would love to hear from you. You can volunteer on a weekly, fortnightly or
monthly basis — whatever suits your schedule. Our canteen is open Monday — Friday, 9am —
12pm.

Wishing all families a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas break. Thank you again for your ongoing
support.

Regards,
Amanda Mead
Canteen Manager

GRADUATION 2025




